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CODE OF CONDUCT
COLUMBUS MONTESSORI EDUCATION CENTER

We recognize and value the importance of parental and community participation in
CMEC events and activities, and therefore encourage such participation. For the safety
and security of our students, parents, staff and visitors, and to maintain a positive
learning environment for our students, and a positive community for all, the following
guidelines will apply to everyone on CMEC property or CMEC school events, whether
on or away from CMEC property.

Conduct Prohibited on CMEC Property or at CMEC events

We will not tolerate any person whose presence disturbs classes or school activities, or
jeopardizes the security or safety of school property or persons. Prohibited conduct
includes, but is not limited to, the following.

No person shall:

1 Intentionally injure any other person or threaten to do so.

1 Intentionally damage or destroy school property or the property of a teacher,
administrator, other employee, or any other person on school property,
including graffiti or arson

1 Disrupt the orderly conduct of classes, school programs, or other school
activities.

T Intimidate, harass, or discriminate against any person on the basis of race, color,
creed, national origin, religion, age, gender, sexual orientation, or disability.

1 Enter any portion of the school premises without authorization or remain in any

building or facility after it is normally closed.

Violate the traffic laws, parking regulations, or other restrictions of vehicles.

Possess, consume, sell, distribute, or exchange alcoholic beverages or

controlled substances on CMEC property or at school events.

I Be intoxicated or under the influence of controlled substances on CMEC
property or at school events.

1 Possess or use weapons, including concealed weapons, in or on school property
or at school functions, except in the case of law enforcement officers.

M Loiter on or about school property.

1 Refuse to comply with any reasonable order of identifiable school officials
performing their duties.

T Willfully incite others to commit any of the acts prohibited by this code.

1 Violate any federal or state statute, local ordinance, or CMEC policy while on

school property or while at a school function.
9 Engage in any conduct that is disruptive, threatening, or violent.

If someone engages in conduct that is in violation of this policy, the Executive Director
or designee may request the person to leave, be prohibited from the program, and/or
be disenrolled.



Philosophy*

The Montessori elementary curriculum was developed as an integrated whole to serve the
developmental needs of children from ages 6 to 12, termed by Dr. Montessori as the second
plane of development. The continuity of the curriculum throughout the age group allows
individual children to move through the various subject areas at the pace that supports
mastering the subject material and building confidence and self-esteem. The division of the
elementary into two stages, 6-9 and 9-12 year olds, is based on the students’ developmental
needs as they move towards adolescence. The Montessori materials used allow the students to
experience the depth and breadth of the curriculum and also to become comfortable with their
own learning styles. Upper elementary students, ages 9-12, transition to more abstract thinking
relying more heavily on books and other resource material rather than concrete Montessori
materials as they strengthen the work begun in lower elementary. The 9-12 Montessori materials
follow an intricate scope and sequence that builds on the foundational lessons of the 6-9
environment. For example, the bead chains from the 6-9 classroom lead to the wooden cubing
materials in the 9-12 environment. The timelines used in the study of science and history are
beautifully crafted to transition students from the timeline of life (6-9) to the timelines of early
humans and ancient civilizations (9-12).

The elementary program is thoughtfully designed to meet the needs of 6-12 year old children
who are energetic, social, and very curious about their expanding world. We offer a vigorous
academic curriculum that allows children to develop at their own pace while providing
challenges that keep children motivated and interested in learning. We blend the academics
with many enrichment activities such as field trips, classroom visitors, community service, and
team building. The atmosphere is permeated with respect of self, others, and community. A
love for learning and an apypreciation for community in the classroom, the school, and the world
at large are at the heart of the elementary program.

* Adapted from the lower and upper elementary curriculum overviews from Montessori World School.

Program Goals

M Nurture the innate curiosity of children.

M Motivate children to make independent choices and find joy in their work.

1 Establish and strengthen foundational academic skills such as reading, writing,
mathematics, and critical thinking.

1 Help each child discover his or her strengths and build resilience and strategies for

facing challenges.

Guide children in building positive relationships with peers and adults.

Facilitate problem solving among children in both social and academic situations.

Teach children to understand the rights and responsibilities that go along with being a

part of a community.

1 Encourage children to make discoveries that will lead to a lifetime of purposeful self-
motivated education.
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Characteristics of Elementary-Aged Children (6-12 years old)

Children age 6 to 12:

Intellectual

1 are adventuresome and daring with a tendency for exploration;

1 are capable of enormous intellectual powers accompanied by physical strength and
stability, all of which allow for real intellectual work to be accomplished,;

1 are able to exert more effort and concentration towards work;

T become more intellectually curious;

1 replace the question “why” with “how,” “when,” and “where” indicating an increased
interest in facts rather than the reason for the facts;

M are more capable of understanding the reasons behind things and want adults to
explain these reasons;

1 show an interest in everything and can do anything;

1 need a complete vision and unity, not bits and pieces; needs to know HOW life and
knowledge are interrelated,;

1 have a tendency toward maximum effort; not satisfied with little jobs, little lessons, little
efforts;

1 are bored if not asked to do enough;

1 still need repetition of an activity to master it, but it must be an amplified process as
they are not content to repeat the same thing;

1 develop their imagination where they are able to picture objects and experiences
without the actual presence of the objects and experiences;

1 become “untidy” with personal belongings as their sense of order is no longer a first
priority.

Social

M turn outward towards the broader society and the world beyond themselves;

1 pursue abstract, rather than concrete, exploration of the world;

1 seek greater independence and autonomy and start to distance themselves from family
and the role of child;

1 are affectionate and generous towards others;

1 initiate the formation of a peer group outside of the family with friends becoming
increasingly important;

1 feel the need to be part of a peer group and to be accepted;

1 choose leaders and make/ follow rules within group settings;

1 seek greater privacy from adults; won’t tell you everything anymore

1 develop a heightened sense of morality, justice, and right and wrong manifesting in an
increase in reporting behaviors of others to adults (i.e., lots of tattling);

1 increase interest in fighting injustices;

1 have a tendency towards hero worship and the heroic endeavor; and

1 need self-evaluation and to assert self and direct own development.



Help Me Do It Alone!

A message from your child: As your child, | am striving for independence. As Maria Montessori
said, “Never help a child with a task at which he feels he can succeed,” and, “The essence of
independence is to be able to do something for oneself.” Thank you for helping me towards
that independence!

The following tasks are things elementary children should be able to do by
themselves at home and at school (increasing in level of difficulty as the children
age).

As a 6-12 year old | can....

wake to an alarm clock, get dressed, and be ready for breakfast;

make breakfast;

fill my water bottle;

pack my lunch with nutritious foods and help cook meals;

remember to bring lunch, coat, and backpack to and from school;

remember to bring my water bottle, take-home folder, and all papers that are due;
walk into the classroom alone;

serve myself;

clean up spills and accidents;

make my bed;
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